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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -1 4 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 , 4, 6-7, 10 and 13-14 are objected to because of the following 
informalities. 

Claim 1 and 10 recite, "can" in lines 2-3. This makes the statement optional therefore it 
does not need to actually happen. It should be changed to "is" or "are". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claims 1 , 7 and 10 are objected to because of the following informalities: the recitation 
of "using" draws toward intended use. The recitation should be changed to "by" or 
"based on". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: in lines 10-11 the recitation 
of "step of, in generating" is confusing. The examiner believes that either "or" or "in" 
should be removed. 

Claim 4 is objected because of the following informalities: in line 2 there is colon (:) 
missing after the word "comprising". 
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Claim 13 is objected because of the following informalities: there is colon (:) missing 
after the word "comprises" in line 3 and line 16 of page 27. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim 14 is objected because of the following informalities: there is colon (:) missing 
after the word "comprises". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 6 is objected because of the following informalities: in line the word "step" is 
missing letter "t". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 8 does not list any hardware (i.e. computer) tied to the steps in order to 
operate the steps of the claims therefore resulting in software only implementation. 
Computer programs need to be stored and executed by computer to perform assigned 
tasks. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
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5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 2-5 and 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 10-14 all recite, "adapted to". Enabling does not mean that the step is 
being accomplished. It suggests a capability but not necessarily taking place. It should 
be deleted or amended to recite definite language i.e. "configured to". 

Claim 2 is objected to because of the following: the term "pieces of unique 
information" is vague and indefinite. 

Claim 3 is objected to because of the following: the term "including generation to" 
is vague and indefinite. 

Claim 4 is objected to because of the following: the term "the same object 
processing" is vague and indefinite. 

Claim 14 is objected to because of the following: the term "its own" is vague and 
indefinite. It is unclear to the examiner what "its" makes reference to. 
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Claim 5 recites the limitation "the remaining" in line 1 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 11-14 recite the limitation "the remaining". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Helqeson et al. (US 6,643,652 B2). 

As per claim 1 Helqeson et al. is directed to an information processing method in 
an information processing apparatus which can generate an object and can be 
connected to another information processing apparatus through a network to form a 
distributed processing system, characterized by comprising (column 4, lines 47-48): 

an acquisition step of acquiring unique information from the other information 
processing apparatus (column 12, lines 36-38, wherein authorized could mean that 
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some kind of unique id is acquired; column 14, lines 30-36 , wherein the table shows 
unique information); and 

an identification information generation step of, in generating an object, 
generating identification information of the object by using the unique information 
(column 20, lines 3-5, wherein meta-data could contain the information of other 
processors). 

As per claim 2 Helqeson et al. is directed to the other information processing 
apparatus from which the unique information is acquired is a management information 
processing apparatus which manages pieces of unique information of all information 
processing apparatuses that form the distributed processing system (column 4, lines 42- 
51). 

As per claim 3 Helqeson et al. is directed to further comprising a notification step 
of sending information, including the identification information, about an object which 
has undergone object processing including generation to the management information 
processing apparatus (column 23, lines 44-47). 

As per claim 4 Helqeson et al. is directed to further comprising 
a reception step of receiving information about an object processed by the other 
information processing apparatus (column 2, lines 55-57), and 
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an object processing step of executing the same object processing as that of the 
other information processing apparatus on the basis of the received information (column 
23, lines 38-40). 

As per claim 5 Helgeson et al. is directed to an information processing method in 
a management information processing apparatus which manages information 
processing apparatuses included in a distributed processing system, characterized by 
comprising (column 4, lines 47-48): 

a unique information assigning step of assigning unique information to each of 
the information processing apparatuses (column 16, lines 5-12; column 16, lines 18-20, 
wherein attribute could mean unique information); 

and a notification step of sending information about an object received from one 
of the information processing apparatuses to the remaining information processing 
apparatuses (column 88, lines 1-3). 

As per claim 6 Helgeson et al. is directed to further comprising an object 
processing sep of executing the same object processing as that of one of the 
information processing apparatuses on the basis of the information about the object 
(column 23, lines 38-40). 
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As per claim 7 Helqeson et al. is directed to an information processing method in 
an information processing apparatus which constitutes a distributed processing system, 
characterized by comprising steps of (column 4, lines 47-48): 
acquiring a unique ID from a management information processing apparatus which 
manages IDs of all information processing apparatuses that constitute the distributed 
processing system (column 4, lines 42-51); 

generating an object ID by using the acquired unique ID (column 20, lines 3-5, 
wherein meta-data could contain the information of other processors); and 

transmitting object information containing the object ID to the remaining 
information processing apparatuses in the distributed processing system (column 88, 
lines 1-3). 

As per claim 8 Helqeson et al. is directed to a computer program which causes a 
computer apparatus to execute an information processing method of claim 1 (column 3, 
lines 12; column 12, lines 36-38, wherein authorized could mean that some kind of 
unique id is acquired; column 14, lines 30-36 , wherein the table shows unique 
information; column 20, lines 3-5, wherein meta-data could contain the information of 
other processors). 



As per claim 9 Helqeson et al. is directed to a computer-apparatus-readable 
storage medium which stores a computer program of claim 8 (column 12, lines 48-58). 
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As per claim 10 Helqeson et al. is directed to an information processing 
apparatus which can generate an object and can be connected to another information 
processing apparatus through a network to form a distributed processing system, 
characterized by comprising (column 4, lines 47-48): 

acquisition unit adapted to acquire unique information from the other information 
processing apparatus (column 12, lines 36-38, wherein authorized could mean that 
some kind of unique id is acquired; column 14, lines 30-36 , wherein the table shows 
unique information); and 

identification information generation unit adapted to, in generating an object, 
generate identification information of the object by using the unique information (column 
20, lines 3-5, wherein meta-data could contain the information of other processors). 

As per claim 1 1 Helqeson et al. is directed to a management information 
processing apparatus which manages information processing apparatuses included in a 
distributed processing system, characterized by comprising (column 4, lines 47-48): 

unique information assigning unit adapted to assign unique information to each of 
the information processing apparatuses (column 16, lines 5-12; column 16, lines 18-20, 
wherein attribute could mean unique information); and 

notification unit adapted to send information about an object received from one of 
the information processing apparatuses to the remaining information processing 
apparatuses (column 88, lines 1-3). 
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As per claim 12 Helqeson et al. is directed to an information processing 
apparatus which constitutes a distributed processing system, characterized by 
comprising: 

unit adapted to acquire a unique ID from a management information processing 
apparatus which manages IDs of all information processing apparatuses that constitute 
the distributed processing system (column 4, lines 42-51); 

unit adapted to generate an object ID by using the acquired unique ID (column 
12, lines 36-38, wherein authorized could mean that some kind of unique id is acquired; 
column 14, lines 30-36 , wherein the table shows unique information); and 

unit adapted to transmit object information containing the object ID to the 
remaining processing apparatuses in the distributed processing system (column 23, 
lines 44-47; column 88, lines 1-3). 

As per claim 13 Helqeson et al. is directed to a distributed processing system 
characterized by comprising: 

a plurality of information processing apparatuses, each information processing 
apparatus comprising (column 4, lines 42-51) 

acquisition unit adapted to acquire unique information from another information 
processing apparatus connected through a network (column 16, lines 5-12; column 16, 
lines 18-20, wherein attribute could mean unique information), 

object generation unit adapted to generate an object (column 13, line 22), and 
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identification information generation unit adapted to, in generating the object, 
generate identification information of the object by using the unique information (column 
12, lines 36-38, wherein authorized could mean that some kind of unique id is acquired; 
column 14, lines 30-36 , wherein the table shows unique information), and 

a management information processing apparatus which manages the plurality of 
information processing apparatuses, the management information processing apparatus 
comprising (column 4, lines 42-51) 

unique information assigning unit adapted to assign unique information to each of 
the plurality of information processing apparatuses (column 4, lines 42-51), and 

notification unit adapted to send information about an object received from one of 
the plurality of information processing apparatuses to the remaining information 
processing apparatuses (column 23, lines 44-47; column 88, lines 1-3). 

As per claim 14 Helaeson et al. is directed to a distributed processing system 
constituted by a plurality of information processing apparatuses connected through a 
network, and a management information processing apparatus which manages a 
unique ID of each of the plurality of information processing apparatuses, characterized 
in that each of the plurality of information processing apparatuses comprises (column 4, 
lines 42-51) 

unit adapted to acquire a unique ID of its own from the management information 
processing apparatus (column 16, lines 5-12; column 16, lines 18-20, wherein attribute 
could mean unique information), 
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unit adapted to generate an object ID by using the acquired unique ID (column 
12, lines 36-38, wherein authorized could mean that some kind of unique id is acquired; 
column 14, lines 30-36 , wherein the table shows unique information), and 

unit adapted to transmit object information containing the object ID to the 
remaining information processing apparatuses in the distributed processing system 
(column 23, lines 44-47; column 88, lines 1-3). 



Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tomasz Ponikiewski whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1721. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on (571)272-4146. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Tomasz Ponikiewski 
August 10, 2006 




